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This policy describes the current provision for Geography and History at Loxdale Primary 

School, as defined in the National Curriculum. This policy will illustrate the aims, entitlement, 

planning, management and assessment within school. 

 

1. Rationale 

At Loxdale, Geography & History form part of the topic curriculum, The Commando Joe 

Curriculum is used in Key Stage 1 and 2 to help plan and deliver lessons in a creative and 

innovative way. Through topic all children will be given the opportunity to use Literacy and 

Numeracy skills across the curriculum to produce pieces of work they can be proud of. All 

children will have an equal opportunity to work in topic. Account will be taken of their needs, 

and where needed appropriate support for them will be accessed through the special needs 

policy. 

 

2. Geography  

The nature of geography is to investigate people and places and their intra and 

interdependence. It begins with a child’s immediate locality and expands across a widening 

range of scales. The object is to develop the child’s knowledge and understanding about 

people and places through geographical questioning, fieldwork and mapping skills. 

 

Aims and objectives 

Geography teaching offers opportunities to: 

• stimulate children’s interest in their surroundings and in the variety of human and physical 

conditions on the Earth’s surface 

• foster children’s sense of wonder at the beauty of the world around them; 

• help children to develop an informed concern about the quality of the environment and the 

future of the human habitat thereby enhance children’s sense of responsibility for the care 

of the Earth and its people. 

 

Teaching Approaches 

Geography at Loxdale Primary School is taught through a range of practical opportunities 

within the CoJo Curriculum, giving children as many opportunities to explore and investigate 

using new technologies. The importance of local fieldwork is also seen and opportunities are 

provided for children to access these skills and then use and apply them in real life 

situations. 

 

In Early Years, geography is about the world of people and places all around the child. It 

enhances children’s understanding of the real world and helps them to make sense of natural 

and built environments. It is included in the ‘Understanding of the World’ aspect of 

Foundation Stage Curriculum. 
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Geography in Reception aims to: 

• use experiences to increase awareness of children’s surroundings through ‘school welly-

walks’. 

• focus on the rich variety and diversity of human and natural resources 

• introduce moral responsibility 

• help to challenge stereotypes and develop citizenship 

• introduce mapping skills 

• take into consideration the holistic nature of young children’s learning and embed 

geographical understanding through the children’s play activities. 

 

Key Stage 1 

The children will be developing knowledge, skills and understanding of their own environment 

and the people who live there. Also, they will be beginning to develop an awareness of the 

wider world. 

 

They will have the opportunity to: 

• Investigate and learn about the physical and human features of their own environment and 

appreciate how their locality is similar to and different from other places 

• Investigate the affect people have on their environment and develop and increase their 

sense of moral responsibility 

• Focus on geographical questions Like: Where/ What is it? What is it like? How did it get 

like this? 

• Develop and use geographical enquiry skills, fieldwork skills, and mapping skills. 

 

Key Stage 2 

The children will be developing knowledge, skills and understanding relating to people, places 

and environments at varying scales in the United Kingdom and overseas and an appreciation 

of how places relate to each other and the wider world. 

 

They will have the opportunity to: 

• Study people and places at different scales from local to national in the United Kingdom 

and overseas, and investigate how people and places are intra and interdependent 

• Study how and why physical and human features are arranged as they are in a place or 

environment, and how people are influenced by and affect environments 

• Investigate the affect people have on their environment and continue to develop their 

sense of moral responsibility  

• Focus on geographical questions like What is it like? How did it get like this? How and why 

is it changing? 

• Continue to develop and use geographical enquiry skills, fieldwork skills and mapping skills. 
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3. History 

History offers children the opportunity to learn about the past. Through history, children 

come to learn about chronology and time. Their investigations will introduce them to 

important events and characters of the past. The children will come to develop a sense of 

identity about themselves and the place, country and world in which they live. They will begin 

to recognise that things have changed over time and that change continues to happen today. 

 

Through historical enquiry, the children will begin to recognise that there are a variety of 

sources and evidence that help the past to be interpreted and understood. As they move 

through the school, their experience in investigating and studying the past will introduce 

them to the different types of evidence and that, from this evidence, different 

interpretation and opinions may be developed.  

 

Aims and objectives 

History will to enable the children to:- 

• develop an understanding and sense of time 

• develop an understanding about how things have changed over time and how people have 

effected these changes 

• know about significant events and people in the past 

• develop skills and understanding about how to find out about the past, using evidence and 

sources 

• recognise that evidence can be interpreted in different ways and that interpretations of 

the past may differ 

• develop a sense of identity about the place, country and world that they live in, through 

understanding and knowing about the past. 

 

Approaches to teaching 

History will be taught throughout the school and will usually form a major part of a theme in 

one or more topics per year. In the Early Years’ curriculum ‘Understanding of the World’ 

involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community through 

opportunities to explore, observe and find out about people, places, technology and the 

environment. These opportunities will take place either through planned adult tasks, or child 

initiated activities.  

 

 

Key Stage 1 

In Key Stage 1 the teaching of history will focus on lives and life styles of their families in 

the recent past, famous people and events in the past, this will include looking into aspects of 

British history. The work in Key Stage 1 will also begin to develop the children’s 

understanding of time, for example, the use of time lines, and by looking at evidence about 

the past, where the use of photographs, artefacts and paintings will be used  
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Pupils will be taught about:  

• Changes within living memory. Where appropriate, these should be used to reveal aspects 

of change in national life events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or 

globally  

• The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and 

international achievements.  

• Significant historical events, people and places in their own locality.  

 

Key Stage 2 

Key Stage 2 work will build on the skills developed in Key Stage 1 

 

Pupils will be taught about:  

• Changes in Britain from prehistoric life through Stone Age to the Iron Age  

• The Roman Empire and the settlement of Anglo-Saxons and Vikings 

• Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots  

• Medieval England and the Normans 

• Tudor and Stuart England  

• A local history study 

 

4. Geography and History and Inclusion 

At Loxdale, all pupils are taught Geography and History, whatever their ability and individual 

needs. Geography and History forms part of the school’s curriculum that provides a broad 

and balanced education for all pupils. Teachers provide learning opportunities that are 

matched to the needs of children. Staff strive to meet the needs of all pupils with special 

educational needs, disabilities, special gifts and talents, and of those learning English as an 

additional language. The curriculum enables all pupils to have access to the full range of 

activities while studying Geography and History.  

 

5. Assessment 

Pupils’ progress is assessed and monitored through the children’s work in Geography and 

History, while observing them working during lessons. The pupil’s progress is measured and 

monitored via the use of Geography and History targets, which have been taken directly 

from the Progression document, which fully supports the National Curriculum. Children are 

encouraged to assess and evaluate both their own work and that of other pupils. This helps 

them to appreciate how they can improve their performance, and what their targets should 

be for the future. This method of recording enables the teacher to make on going 

assessments to ensure at least good progress is made. An annual assessment of attainment 

for each child is recorded at the end of each academic year which is shared with parents and 

carers via pupil reports. This information is also passed on the next teacher at the end of 

each year. 

 

6. Resources 
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Loxdale Primary has a range of resources to support the teaching of Geography and History 

across the school. Resources exist in themed topic ‘boxes’ and are stored centrally and 

requests for additional resources should be made to the Subject Co-ordinator. Wherever 

possible, children will be taken to visit sites and museums which have collections that support 

the period of time being studied. A resource audit is carried out periodically to ensure that 

resources are kept up to date and are available to fully support teaching and learning.  

 

7. Monitoring and Review 

The monitoring and evaluation of the achievements made in this area of the curriculum are 

part of the school’s monitoring and evaluation cycle, and are assessed termly during ‘aspect 

meetings’. There will also be scheduled lesson observations and book/planning trawls to 

identify areas of strength and development across school in teaching and learning.  OFSTED 

inspections give independent and outside views on the standards achieved within the subject 

area. 
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