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Dear Parents/ Carers, 

 

Thank you all for your kind words to school during what is proving to be a very challenging time for us all. 

This has, quite frankly, been a rubbish year for everyone and we all need to look hard to find some 

happiness and fun from somewhere. We are all really lucky as staff at Loxdale, because there is not a day 

goes by when we are not uplifted or inspired in some way by your children and we are very privileged to do 

the job that we do.  

 

A number of parents have asked us this year what we are doing about gifts for staff and we have thought 

long and hard about what we should say. Staff at school never do what we do to receive gifts from 

parents, we do it because we genuinely want to make a difference for all of our children. Your gifts are 

ALWAYS truly appreciated and received with thanks and I know we all look forward to putting them under 

our tree at home and opening them on Christmas morning with our families. 

 

However, this year, things are so very different and we would all feel very uncomfortable accepting gifts 

from parents/ carers when things are currently so difficult for families, both emotionally and financially.  

2020 has changed everything and there are lots of families who will struggle to have a Christmas this 

year. As many families face unexpected poverty, more and more children may not have a single present 

themselves under the tree on Christmas morning. 

 

Therefore, as staff, we have decided that each one of us will be donating gifts ourselves this year to the 

local foodbank and also the Free Radio Christmas Campaign.  

 

       

‘LET'S GIVE SANTA A HELPING HAND!’ 

 



 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

This year, instead of staff receiving any presents from parents/ carers, IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO 

SUPPORT OUR APPEAL, you are welcome to donate a new and unwrapped present OR any dried or tinned 

food item into our ‘goodie’ boxes by our tree in the foyer. These will be moved at the end of each night 

and ‘quarantined’ until being dropped off at our local foodbank or B and M store who are collecting for the 

appeal. PLEASE DO NOT FEEL UNDER ANY PRESSURE WHATSOEVER to donate any gifts or food 

items, we just thought that this may be a nice alternative to teacher presents if parents/ carers wished 

to donate. 

 

We will be collecting any donations from Thursday 10th December until Thursday 17th December, so that 

we can meet the deadline for collection at B and M.  

 

Please note that you are also able to nominate children on-line via Free Radio if you know of any child who 

may not receive any gifts on Christmas morning, or please feel free to speak to staff personally if you 

would like to nominate a child too.  

 

We hope that you feel that this is a worthy cause at such a difficult time for everyone and I hope and 

pray that next year we will see a very different Christmas for us all. 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me at school if you wish to discuss this matter further or have any 

other suggestions as to how we could support our children and families further. 

 
Yours sincerely, 

 

P Scott 

 

Mrs Patricia Scott  

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


