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“I thought summer weather was supposed to be nice and sunny, 
but I woke up to this dull and gloomy wet day,” moaned Tom. “It’s 
my birthday,” he screeched. He got out of bed, rushed down the 
stairs, knocking away his little brother’s toys that were in his way. 
An aroma of breakfast waffles hit his face as he got into the 
kitchen. “Are those waffles for a very special someone on their very 
special day?” he asked. They quickly sat down and sang the happy 
birthday song for him and began eating the delicious warm fluffy 
waffles, topped with maple syrup and bacon. Tom asked to be 
excused from the table and off the dish washing duty as it was 
his birthday, he went back to his room and started calling his 
friends and came up with a plan to meet up at the movies. 
 
Tom and his cousin Susan got to the movie house first, bought all 
the snacks and waited for their friends to arrive. “Simon, there you 
are!” exclaimed Susan. “You are just in time, the movie starts in ten 
minutes.” Where are the others?” questioned Simon. “They haven’t 
arrived yet”, answered Tom. Paul arrived dragging his feet, with a 
dull face on him. 
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“Why the long face Paul” whispered Susan.  
''I'm sorry guys, I had no choice but to bring my two younger 
brothers with me, mum and dad have gone to work and I could 
not leave them home alone.” They headed in to watch the movie (The 
goose bumps). Not even halfway through the movie, Jake and Joel 
were petrified by the movie, sweaty palms and hanging on for their 
dear lives onto their big brother, Paul. The gang decided to leave 
and go out somewhere for a walk. 
 
They went to a nearby forest for a walk, as they walked further 
into the woods, they began to pick berries. They walked through 
thick piles of leaves and tall trees. Little Joel fell down into a small 
ditch and fractured his ankle. “Help me!” he cried. It started to get 
foggy and they had to get back home as soon as possible. The 
boys lifted Joel up but he was in too much pain. The only way to 
help him was to go and seek help from adults. Susan and Paul 
stayed behind with Joel, and Simon and the others quickly and 
hurriedly went on a search for rescue. Twenty minutes into the 
search, they appeared back where they started. “Ohhh no!” cried 

Simon, “How on earth did we end up back where we started?” There 
was no time to waste as the heavens had just opened up and the 
rains were bucketing down. Simon remembered seeing shelter in the 
form of a cave, he led the way and got there in no time. They 
walked deep into the cave to stay clear off the rain. 
 
“It's all your fault, Paul” complained Susan, “my mom is going to 
be fuming mad if I don’t get back home in time”. Tom looked at 
Susan furiously.  
“I think you are being a little bit insensitive, we have two young 
boys with us and one with a broken leg, how do you think Paul 
is feeling right now?”.  They had to come up with a plan as the 
rain water in the cave was rising. They walked east of the cave 
and found an opening on top of their heads. “Aha! Look, someone 
has been here before clearly, they have left a bucket and a rope!” 
They had to find a way to get out of the creepy place. Jake mumbled, 
“how on earth are we supposed to use a stupid bucket and a rope 
to climb up to safety?” It was getting dark and the gang had to 
think outside the box and fast.  
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Tom sat down and started wailing, “what a birthday this is, surely 
it would be printed in the newspapers as the worst birthday of the 
year”. There was silence from all his friends and they had to let 
him pour his anger out. He quickly dusted himself and insisted on 
Susan to climb on his shoulders to get out of the cave and 
investigate what it was like up there. Susan agreed and shouted 
“don't drop me now, ok?” The rain had stopped and she could see 
street lights ahead of her. “We are still in civilization people,” she 
cried. “I see a few houses nearby, should I go and ask for help.”  
“No way” they all barked at once, “haven't you heard of stranger 
danger before?” Susan found a huge oak tree nearby and she tied 
her rope around it so strong that not even the world`s strongest 
man can untie it, she thought. On the other end, they put Joel with 
the broken leg into the bucket and operation ‘gang rescue’ began. 
They all pushed and pulled each other out of the cave, one by one 
until they were all out. “We did it, we are free!” they declared.  
 
“Look” said Jake, “is that smoke coming out of the cave”.  
“Should we go and check it out, someone might be in need of our 

help” said Paul.  
“No way I am doing that, I am not taking any chances” replied 
Susan. In the end Paul and Simon had to man up and carry Joel 
and get him back home safe. The following morning, the gang began 
to talk about their ordeal that had happened the day before. That 
was a very strange situation for the gang, who could that have 
been who lit the fire? Why did they not approach the gang when 
they were still down in the cave? Was it really smoke they were 
seeing or just an illusion? Well I guess nobody will ever know 
because they vowed never to go back there ever again. 
 

 


