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Intent  

 

At Loxdale, we believe that the teaching and learning of design and technology 

is essential to the development of all pupils in the world we live in today. 

Children are encouraged to develop a greater understanding and knowledge of 

technology, as well as their safe use of it. The design and 

technology curriculum at Loxdale enables children to develop creativity and 

imagination as pupils design and make products that solve real and relevant 

problems within a variety of contexts, considering their own and others’ needs, 

wants and values. Throughout their time at Loxdale, children will acquire a 

broad range of subject knowledge and draw on disciplines such as mathematics, 

science, engineering, computing and art. The children at Loxdale will all be 

encouraged to take risks, becoming resourceful, innovative, enterprising and 

capable citizens. Through teaching of design and technology, we equip children 

to evaluate inventions of the past and present. Through design and technology, 

they develop a critical understanding of its impact on daily life and the wider 

world. The high-quality design and technology education provided at Loxdale is 

essential to contribute to the creativity, culture, wealth and well-being of the 

nation. 

 

Implementation 

 

Design and technology at Loxdale is taught throughout the year as part of 

termly COJO topics, through a variety of creative and practical activities. Key 

skills and knowledge are mapped across each year group to ensure appropriate 

skills progression. Our children are taught to design, make, evaluate and develop 

their technical knowledge; these skills are evidenced using a DT booklet where 

appropriate. Cross-curricular outcomes in design and technology are specifically 

planned for and strong links are made with maths, science and the computing 

curriculum in order to contextualise the learning and for the children to 

achieve a deep understanding. 

 

The school uses a variety of teaching and learning styles in design and 

technology lessons. Loxdale’s principal aim is to develop the children’s 

knowledge, skills and understanding. Staff ensure that the act of investigating 

and making something includes exploring and developing ideas and evaluating and 
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developing work. This is taught best through a mixture of whole class teaching 

and individual or group activities. Teachers draw attention to good examples of 

individual performance as models for the other children. They encourage 

children to evaluate their own ideas and methods, and the work of others, and 

to say what they think and feel about them. We give children the opportunity 

to work, by themselves and in collaboration with others, on projects in two and 

three dimensions, and at different scales. Children also have the opportunity to 

use a wide range of materials and resources, including computer technology. 

 

Staff recognise the fact that Loxdale has children of differing ability in all 

classes and thus provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by 

matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. This is achieved 

through a range of strategies: 

• Setting tasks that are open-ended and can have a variety of responses. 

• Setting tasks of increasing difficulty, where not all children complete all 

tasks. 

• Grouping children by ability, and setting different tasks for each group. 

• Providing a range of challenges with different resources. 

• Having more adults support the work of individual children or small groups. 

• Providing specialist support where individual children have particular gifts or 

talents. 

 

Impact 

 

Pupils’ progress is assessed and monitored through the children’s work in design 

and technology, while observing them working during lessons. Teachers record 

the progress made by children against the pupil’s targets which are taken from 

the Progression Document. The pupil’s progress is measured and monitored via 

the use of design and technology targets, which have been taken directly from 

the Progression Document, which fully supports the National Curriculum. 

Children are encouraged to assess and evaluate both their own work and that of 

other pupils. This helps them to appreciate how they can improve their 

performance, and what their targets should be for the future. This method of 

recording enables the teacher to make on going assessments to ensure at least 

good progress is made. An annual assessment of attainment for each child is 

recorded at the end of each academic year which is shared with parents and 
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carers via pupil reports. This information is also passed on the next teacher at 

the end of each year. 

 


