
 

Year 4 Writing Targets 

1. Using capital letters and full stops correctly 

2. And with mostly correct use of 

a) Question marks 

b) Exclamation marks 

c) Commas in lists 

d) Apostrophes for singular possession 

e) Inverted Commas (Speech marks) 

3. And with some correct use of 

a) Commas for clarity (eg After fronted adverbials) 

b) Apostrophes for plural possession 

4. Using paragraphs to organise ideas 

5. For fiction pieces:-writing a narrative with a clear structure, setting, characters and plot,( focusing upon the ‘Story Mountain’ elements).  

For non-fiction:-Headings/Subheadings (if appropriate) and a clear introduction and conclusion 

6. Choose more ambitious vocabulary (verbs, adjectives, nouns, adverbs etc) for effect  

7. Using some cohesive devises across paragraphs and sentences (pronouns,  adverbials and nouns across sentences) e.g. sometime later, as time went by, therefore, however, moreover 

8. Using dialogue with varied verbs and adverbs e.g. ‘hello,’ she whispered, shyly 

9. Beginning to use some indirect speech in my writing e.g. he told me that 

10. Using adverbial phrases (time, place, manner, simile) in different positions in a sentence (fronted, embedded, at the end of a clause) 

11. Beginning to use an - ing clause, a subordinate conjunction or a 2A opener to start a sentence e.g. Running happily down the road, John…; Just as John … Happy yet nervous, 

John…. 

12. Using expanded noun phrases with pre and post modifiers and qualifiers (eg lots of, several, countless) 

13. Using present, past and perfect form as appropriate and correct use of first and third person 

14. Using a variety of co-ordinating conjunctions (FANBOYS) (For, and, nor, but, or, yet, so) 

15. Using a variety of subordinating conjunctions (when/if/that/because/after/before/though/ while/whereas/just as/as long as/as soon as) 

16. Spelling most Year 3 and 4 exception words and can proof read them. 

17. Spelling most contracted words and can proof read them. 

18. Adding prefixes and suffixes to spell many words correctly in their writing, e.g suffix –ment, -ness, - ful, -ly, ion, e.g. prefix re-, anti-, sub-, dis-, in-, im-, il-, un-, mis-, inter-

. 

19. Using the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters in most of their writing. 

20. Increase the legibility consistency and quality of handwriting. 

21. Assessing the effectiveness of their own and others writing by proof reading, editing and suggesting improvements. 


