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Dear Parents/ Carers, 

 

Please see the very latest guidance which has been issued by the Government to schools today. 

We will be seeking further clarification from our Local Authority in the coming days but thought 

this Government information may clarify things for parents/ carers and staff, who have become 

increasingly frustrated with bubble closures.  

       

 

On 19 July the country is expected to move on to Step 4 of the Government’s roadmap and 
further restrictions will be lifted. 

As the Prime Minister set out, this means that from that point most of the restrictions we have faced as 
a society in the last year-and-a-half will be removed, helping to minimise disruption to education. 

Many schools, colleges and universities will have started their summer breaks by then but it means the 
return to education in the autumn will feel very different as a result. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

One of the key changes is that pupils or students will no longer be required to remain in year group or 
classroom bubbles and children will be able to mix freely in the early years. Face coverings will also no 
longer be recommended in any setting and social distancing will no longer be necessary. 

Of course, it is still necessary to be careful and that’s why it remains essential that secondary pupils, 
teachers, staff and their families continue to test themselves for the virus and isolate if positive or if 
they have been in close contact with a positive case – but we will be able to see the back of the 
wholesale isolation of groups of pupils from 16 August in time for the autumn term. 

Close contacts can be anyone who: 

• lives in the same household as someone with COVID-19 symptoms or who has tested positive 
for COVID-19 

• has had any of the following types of contact with someone who has tested positive for COVID-
19: 

• face-to-face contact including being coughed on or having a face-to-face conversation 
within 1 metre 

• been within 1 metre for 1 minute or longer without face-to-face contact 

• been within 2 metres of someone for more than 15 minutes (either as a one-off contact or 
added up together over 1 day) 

• travelled in the same vehicle or a plane 

Here we answer your questions on what these changes mean for you, whether you’re a parent, carer, 
pupil, teacher or student. 

Primary schools 

Will children have to stay in bubbles at primary schools? 

No. Primary schools will no longer be expected to keep pupils in bubbles. 

Are there any other changes for primary schools? 

Not significant ones. Primary school pupils don’t have to regularly test nor have there been any 
expectations for them to wear face coverings. Teachers and other staff will no longer have to wear face 
coverings in communal areas. 

From 16 August, school children will no longer be required to self-isolate if they are a contact of a 
positive case. Close contacts should take a PCR test and only need to isolate if they test positive. 

Teachers and staff should keep on testing twice a week even if fully vaccinated.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

What things will be staying the same? 

Guidance on hygiene measures, cleaning and keeping classrooms well ventilated will remain, as will 
local contingency measures if there are significant outbreaks. These may require greater levels of 
isolation, the reintroduction of face coverings and community testing. 

What will happen if there is a positive case in a primary school? 

From 16 August, children under the age of 18 years old will no longer be required to self-isolate if they 
are contacted by NHS Test & Trace as a close contact of a positive COVID-19 case. Instead, children 
will be contacted by NHS Test & Trace, informed they have been in close contact with a positive case 
and advised to take a PCR test. 

 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

P Scott 

 

Mrs Patricia Scott  

Headteacher 

 

 

 


