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Mastery in the Mathematics Curriculum 

At Loxdale we want all children to acquire mastery in the Maths Curriculum. We 

believe that all children can master the subject at the level at which they are 

working. 

Mastery of maths means a deep, long-term, secure and adaptable understanding 

of the subject. Among the by-products of developing mastery, and to a degree 

part of the process, are a number of elements: 

 fluency (rapid and accurate recall and application of facts and concepts) 

 a growing confidence to reason mathematically 

 the ability to apply maths to solve problems, to conjecture and to test 

hypotheses 

Mastery of maths, which should build gradually as a child goes through school, 

is a tool for life, and immeasurably more valuable than the short term ability to 

answer questions in tests or exams. 

The National Centre for Excellence in the Teaching of Mathematics (NCETM) 

have produced a series of documents to support the on-going assessment of 

mastery. 

Within the materials the terms ‘Mastery’ and ‘Mastery with greater depth’ are 

used to acknowledge that all pupils require depth in their learning, but some 

pupils will go deeper still in their learning and understanding. 

 

In order to ensure that these opportunities are provided to all children, we 

have produced a series of ‘Application’ cards taken from, or based on the 

‘Mastery’ activities produced by NCETM. We have also taken the ‘Mastery with 

greater depth’ activities and produced these as a series of ‘Challenge’ cards to 

be used with children during lessons. The terms, ‘Application’ and ‘Challenge’ are 

used purposefully, in the belief that mastery is the ability to take what is 

learned, applying it elsewhere and that mastery with greater depth will 

challenge children’s thinking, stretching their understanding of acquired 

knowledge. 

 

The expectation is that elements of mastery should be seen at least once a 

week and indicated in books using ‘App’ and ‘Challenge’ to denote the respective 

difficulty of questioning. 

 


