
Essential Knowledge 

By the end of this unit children will ... 

As part of your child’s mission this term, it would be fantastic if 
you could support your child in completing their project(s) which 

are included on the 

 Co Jo Viking Homework Menu  attached. 

There will be a special certificate for all children who achieve 
their homework missions.  

 

 

- Be able to show empathy when working with others. 

- Understand the need to care for the environment and others in their 
team. 

- Work positively and know when to be more resilient. 

- Recognise when and how to help others develop their strengths. 

 

Survival. 

 

 

                     

 

Blast Off 

The first railway: 

Innovation 
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Year 5 mission: The first railway 
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Children will be given the opportunity 
to use a range of primary and         
secondary historical sources. Their 
research will be used to complete a 
literacy unit on ‘The Railway’ children. 
In addition, children will explore dif-
ferent types of poetry before writing 
their own railway themed poem. 

 

Children will have the opportunity to 
develop their knowledge of decimal 
fractions. 

In addition, children will be using 
practical equipment to explore the 
properties of 2D and 3D shapes be-
fore looking at the position and direc-
tion of a range of shapes. 

Children will also be looking at con-
verting measurements through a vari-
ety of practical activities both inside 
and outside of the class room.  

  espect 

Children will be learning about the life 
cycles of plants, animals and humans. 
To help with their learning journey 
children will be comparing life cycles 
and carrying out investigations in or-
der to help with answering the key 
questions from the unit.  

To link in with out geography work, 
children will be using Nettlefolds  
urban green space as the stimulus for 
much of their work.  
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 RESPECT target 

character behaviours 

During the missions children will: co-operate; 
reflect, care; develop self confidence; be    
curious; be creative; influence others.  

Self-Awareness  

Children will become more confident in putting their 
ideas  forward and have a belief in themselves to do 
their best. They will know what their strong personal 
attributes are and use them effectively in tasks.  

Positivity and Excellence: 

Children will work independently, maintaining         
concentration and effort in order to improve their 
performance and make relevant decisions to help          
themselves and others they work with. . 

PHILOSOPHY 

Year 5 mission: The first railway - Innovation 

History and Geography 

Computing 

Children will be: 

Continuing to develop their chronology by looking at the timeline of important events in 
the development of the railways. They will also be made aware of the impact of the Vic-
torian period on or modern lives. Additional links will also be made with the industrial 
revolution. In addition, children will be given the opportunity to look at the expansion of 
steam locomotives and how the technology used to make trains has changed over time. 

Children will learn about the significance of key figures such George Stevenson and Is-
ambard Kingdom Brunel. To help children learn about the significance of Brunel they will  
carry out historical research before presenting their findings as a podcast. 

Children will also be looking into the environmental impact of trains and begin to under-
stand how decisions about places affect the future quality of peoples’ lives.  They will 
also begin to recognise patterns of obvious distributions within places and how they are 
connected. Children will also take on a litter picking project in the local area to help 
highlight the importance managing environments.  

Art and Design and Design Technology 

D & T: 
 
Children will be given the opportunity to learn more about Brunel and his work with 
bridges. As part of our research we will be looking into the different types of bridge 
design. Following our research and appraisal of the various methods children will have th 
opportunity to plan and design their own bridge structure using regular, everyday items. 
To assess the effectiveness of the bridges we are having a ‘weight off’ competition to 
see which groups bridge can bear the most weight.  

Children will be using what they have researched through the use of primary, secondary 
and technological sources to create a broadcast in the form of a podcast. In order to 
make our podcasts in a professional fashion, children will research how podcasts are 
made and will get the opportunity to listen to famous podcasts. In addition, children will 
learn how to script write for their podcast as well as how to record and edit what they 
have produced.  

In addition, they will have the opportunity to create a blog as a way of documenting 
their learning journey in D & T. 

Foundation 

Subjects 


