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History assessment guidelines: End Of Year 1 Expectations 

 

Chronological Understanding 

Knowledge And Understanding 

Of Events, People And 

Changes In The Past 

Historical Interpretations Historical Enquiry 
Organisation And 

Communication 

Y
e
ar

 1
 

 Pupils recognise the 

distinction between 

present and past in their 

own and other people's 

lives 

 

 They show their emerging 

sense of chronology by 

placing a few events and 

objects in order, and by 

using everyday terms 

about the passing of time 

 

They: 

 sequence events in their 

life 

 

 sequence 3 or 4 artefacts 

from distinctly different 

periods of time  

 

 match objects to people of 

different ages 

 

o They know and recount 

episodes from stories 

about the past 

 

They 

o sequence artefacts and 

describe similarities and 

differences 

 

o Use drama to explain- 

why people did things in 

the past 

 

o use of a range of sources 

to find out  

characteristic features 

of the past 

o Is beginning to distinguish 

between fact and fiction 

 

o compare adults talking 

about the past - how 

reliable memories are 

o They find answers to some 

simple questions about the 

past from sources of 

information 

 

They: 

 sort artefacts ‘then’ and 

‘now’ 

 

 sequence collections from 

different periods –compare 

similarities and 

differences of objects 

from as wide a range of 

sources as possible 

 

o use a source 

 communicate knowledge and 

understanding in a variety of 

ways - 

 

They: 

o discuss 

 

o draw pictures 

 

o use drama or role play 

 

o make models 

 

o write 

 

o produce time lines 

 



History assessment guidelines: End Of Year 2 Expectations 

 

Chronological Understanding 

Knowledge And Understanding 

Of Events, People And 

Changes In The Past 

Historical Interpretations Historical Enquiry 
Organisation And 

Communication 

Y
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 Pupils show their 

developing sense of 

chronology by; 

 

  Uses terms concerned 

with the passing of time,  

 

 by placing events and 

objects in order, and by 

recognising that their own 

lives are different from 

the lives of people in the 

past 

 

They: 

 sequence artefacts closer 

together in time 

 

 sequence photographs etc 

from different periods of 

their life 

 

 describe memories of key 

events in lives 

 They show knowledge and 

understanding of aspects 

of the past beyond living 

memory, and of some of 

the main events and people 

they have studied 

 

 They are beginning to 

recognise that there are 

reasons why people in the 

past acted as they did. 

 

They: 

 find out about people + 

events in other times 

 

 use drama - develop 

empathy + understanding 

 

 They are beginning to 

identify some of the 

different ways in which 

the past is represented 

 

They: 

 Use 2 versions to compare 

a past event 

 

 compare pictures or 

photographs of people or 

events in the past 

 

 discuss the reliability of 

photos/accounts/ stories 

o They observe or handle 

sources of information to 

answer questions about the 

past on the basis of simple 

observations. 

 

They: 

 use a source - why, what, 

who, how, where  

 

 can sequence a collection 

of artefacts 

 

 time line - collection of 

artefacts 

 

 check in reference books 

 

 similarity + differences 

between sources 

 communicate knowledge 

and understanding in a 

variety of ways - 

 

They: 

 discuss 

 

 draw pictures 

 

 drama/role play 

 

 model 

 

 write with increasing 

detail. 

 

 Produce class 

displays/museums 

 

 Produce annotated 

photographs 

 



History assessment guidelines: End Of Year 3/4 Expectations 

 

Chronological Understanding 

Knowledge And Understanding 

Of Events, People And 

Changes In The Past 

Historical Interpretations Historical Enquiry 
Organisation And 

Communication 
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o Pupils show their 

developing 

understanding of 

chronology by their 

realisation that the 

past can be divided 

into different periods 

of time, their 

recognition of some of 

the similarities and 

differences between 

these periods, and 

their use of dates and 

terms 

 

They : 

o place the time studied on a 

time line 

 

o sequence several events or 

artefacts 

 

o to use dates + terms 

related to the study 

unit + passing of time 

o They show knowledge and 

understanding of some of 

the main events, people 

and changes studied. 

 

o They are beginning to give 

a few reasons for, and 

results of, the main events 

and changes. 

 

They : 

o find out about everyday 

lives of people in time 

studied 

 

o compare them with our 

life today 

 

o identify reasons for and 

results of people’s actions 

understand why people 

may have wanted to do 

something 

o They identify some of the 

different ways in which 

the past is represented 

 

They: 

o identify + give reasons for 

different ways in which 

the past is represented 

 

o distinguish between 

different sources - 

compare different 

versions of same story 

 

o look at representations of 

the period - museum, 

cartoons etc 

o They use sources of 

information in ways that 

go beyond simple 

observations to answer 

questions about the past. 

 

They: 

o use a range of sources to 

find out about a period 

 

o observe small details - 

artefacts, pictures 

 

o select and record 

information relevant to 

the study 

 

o communicate knowledge 

and understanding in a 

variety of ways - 

 

o discussions, pictures, 

writing, annotations, 

drama, mode 

 



History assessment guidelines: End Of Year 5/6 Expectations 

 

Chronological Understanding 

Knowledge And Understanding 

Of Events, People And 

Changes In The Past 

Historical Interpretations Historical Enquiry 
Organisation And 

Communication 
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o Pupils show factual 

knowledge and 

understanding of aspects 

of the history of Britain 

and the wider world. They 

use this to describe 

characteristic features of 

past societies and periods, 

and to identify changes 

within and across 

different periods 

 

 

They: 

o know + sequence key 

events of time studied 

 

o use relevant terms + 

periods labels 

 

o relate current studies to 

previous studies 

 

o make comparisons between 

different times in the 

past 

o They describe some of the 

main events, people and 

changes.  

 

o They give some reasons 

for, and results of, the 

main events and changes. 

 

They: 

o study different aspects of 

life of different people - 

differences between men 

+women 

 

o examine causes + results 

of great events + the 

impact on people 

 

o compare life in early + late 

times studied compare an 

aspect of life with the 

same aspect in another 

period 

o They show some 

understanding that 

aspects of the past have 

been represented and 

interpreted in different 

ways. 

 

They: 

 compare accounts of 

events from different 

sources. 

 

 Fact or fiction offer some 

reasons for different 

versions of events 

 

 

o They are beginning to 

select and combine 

information from 

different sources. 

 

They: 

 

o begin to identify primary + 

secondary sources 

 

o use evidence to build up a 

picture of life in time 

studied 

 

o select relevant sections of 

information 

o They are beginning to 

produce structured work, 

making appropriate use of 

dates and terms. 

 

They: 

o fit events into a ‘sorted 

by theme’ time display 

 

o use appropriate terms, 

matching dates to people 

+ events 

 

o record + communicate 

knowledge in different 

forms 

 

o work independently and in 

groups showing initiative 

 


