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Loxdale Primary School Religious Education Policy. 

This policy is based on the Wolverhampton SACRE Agreed Syllabus for Religious 

Education 2015. 

The Importance of Religious Education 

Religion and beliefs inform our values and are reflected in what we say and how 

we behave. RE is an important subject in itself, developing an individual’s 

knowledge and understanding of the religions and beliefs which form part of 

contemporary society. 

 

Religious education provokes challenging questions about the ultimate meaning 

and purpose of life, beliefs about God, the self and the nature of reality, issues 

of right and wrong, and what it means to be human. It can develop pupils’ 

knowledge and understanding of Christianity, of other principal religions, other 

religious traditions and worldviews that offer answers to questions such as 

these. 

 

RE also contributes to pupils’ personal development and well-being and to 

community cohesion by promoting mutual respect and tolerance in a diverse 

society. RE can also make important contributions to other parts of the school 

curriculum such as citizenship, personal, social, health and economic education 

(PSHE education), the humanities, education for sustainable development and 

others. It offers opportunities for personal reflection and spiritual 

development, deepening the understanding of the significance of religion in the 

lives of others – individually, communally and cross-culturally. (Religious guidance 

in schools DCSF 2010) 

 

Religious Education at Loxdale Primary School 

Religious Education is a compulsory subject and will be taught from Nursery to 

Year 6. From Year 1 to Year 6 the children will be taught 1 hour of Religious 

Education each week and this will be through a dedicated RE lesson and through 

daily acts of worship. See Collective Worship policy.  

Aims and Objectives. 

It is our aim that by the time the children leave Loxdale they will have 

developed the following skills and characteristics:  

 A good level of religious understanding and knowledge. 

 A thorough engagement with a range of ultimate questions about the 

meaning and significance of existence. 
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 The ability to ask significant and highly reflective questions about 

religion and demonstrate an excellent understanding of issues related to 

the nature, truth and value of religion. 

 A strong understanding of how the beliefs, values, practices and ways of 

life within any religion cohere together. 

  Independence; the ability to think for themselves and take the initiative 

in, for example, asking questions, carrying out investigations, evaluating 

ideas and working constructively with others. 

 Significant levels of originality, imagination or creativity, which are shown 

in their responses to their learning in RE. 

 The ability to link the study of religion and belief to personal reflections 

on meaning and purpose. 

 A wide knowledge and deep understanding across a wide range of religions 

and beliefs 

 

The main objectives that the curriculum is based around are: 

1. To understand beliefs and teachings 

2. To understand practices and lifestyles 

3. To understand how beliefs are conveyed 

4. To reflect 

5. To understand values 

These aims and objectives will be met through the RE curriculum. 

The RE curriculum is based around six key themes as well as the six largest 

world religions (Buddhism, Sikhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam and 

Judaism).The six themes will be visited at least once per year during Key Stage 

1 and in Key Stage 2 they will be visited several times during each year through 

the study of major world religions. The curriculum is mainly Christian based; 

however, each year will also have a focused religion, which they will study in 

more detail.  

The six area themes are as follows: 

1. Creation and the natural world 

2. Community and relationships: Identity 

3. Worship 

4. Tradition 

5. Occasion and celebration 

6. Symbolism 
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Foundation Stage 

During the Foundation Stage children will be taught RE by focusing on major 

world religious festivals and celebrations such as Christmas and Diwali. During 

topics such as ‘Ourselves’ and ‘People who help us’, children will find out about 

events that are important to them and their family. Children will also be 

introduced to some important religious themes through stories such as ‘The 

Easter story’ and the story of ‘Rama and Sita’. 

Year Autumn 1 Autumn 

2 

Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 

2 

Nursery 

and 

Reception 

Play based RE Who celebrates what? How and 

Where? 

Celebrations that matter in 

Wolverhampton. 

 

Key stage 1 

During Key Stage one children will be taught a dedicated RE lesson each week.  

The children will be given the opportunity to: 

 Study the main stories of Christianity. 

 Study at least one other religion in Year 2 which will be Judaism. 

 Study other religions of interest to pupils by reading stories from other 

religions 

 

Year Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

1 What can we 

learn about 

prayer from 

stories of 

Jesus? 

Christmas 

Story 

Questions 

that 

puzzle us 

Easter – 

Psalm 

Sunday 

What can we 

find out about 

Christianity 

today in 

Wolverhampton? 

Beginning 

to learn 

from 

Sikhism 

2 Beginning to 

learn from 

Islam 

Christmas 

– Jesus, a 

gift from 

God. 

How and 

why are 

some 

books 

holy? 

Special 

stories of 

Christians 

and 

Muslims 

Easter- 

resurrection  

Holy places: 

Worship at the 

Church, Mandir, 

Mosque and 

Gurdwara. 

What can 

we learn 

from 

stories 

from the 

Bible? 
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 Key stage 2 

During Key Stage 2 children will continue to build on the Foundations that have 

been built in Key Stage 1. Children will continue to receive a dedicated RE lesson 

each week and will also study some aspects through the IPC curriculum.  

The children will be given the opportunity to: 

 Study the beliefs, festivals and celebrations of Christianity. 

 Study at least two other religions in depth- these will be Buddhism, 

Hinduism, Islam, Judaism or Sikhism. 

 Study three of the major six religions not studied in depth in order to 

gain a brief outline. 

 Study other religions of interest to pupils  

 

 

Year Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

3 What do 

people 

believe 

about God? 

(Christian) 

Has 

Christmas 

lost its 

true 

meaning? 

Exploring 

key 

leaders: 

Sikhs and 

Hindus 

Easter – 

What is good 

about Good 

Friday? 

What is it like 

to be a Hindu? 

What do we 

celebrate 

and why? 

(Christian, 

Sikh, Muslim 

and Hindu) 

4 What is it 

like to be 

Jewish? 

What is 

the most 

significant 

part of 

the 

nativity 

story for 

Christians 

today? 

Why does 

the 

prophet 

matter to 

Muslims? 

Easter -  

forgiveness 

Why do some 

people think 

that Jesus is 

inspirational? 

An enquiry 

into visiting 

places of 

worship 

5 Keeping the 

5 pillars of 

Islam 

Is the 

Christmas  

story 

true? 

When, 

how and 

why do 

Christians 

pray? 

Did God 

intend Jesus 

to be 

crucified? 

Hindu, Jewish 

and Islamic 

prayer: What 

difference 

does it make? 

What can we 

learn about 

Religion from 

temptation? 

6 What will 

make 

Wolverham

pton a more 

respectful 

community? 

How 

significant 

was it 

that Mary 

was Jesus’ 

mother? 

Christian 

Aid and 

Islamic 

relief: Can 

they 

change 

the world? 

Is 

Christianity 

still a strong 

religion 2000 

years after 

Jesus was on 

earth?  

Values: What matters most? 

(Christians and Humanists) 
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The right to withdraw 

All parents have the right to withdraw their child from RE lessons at school. 

Should a parent wish for their child to be withdrawn from RE lessons then they 

must contact the school directly and a meeting will be arranged with the Head 

Teacher to discuss future arrangements. It is the hope of the school that any 

issues and worries can be sorted out and that the child will be able to 

participate in RE lessons. If this is not the case, then parents must provide 

work for their child to complete in place of the RE work that the class teacher 

has provided. 

Assessing RE across the school. 

Each child from Year 1 to Year 6 will also have a set of RE targets. The targets 

are based on end of unit expectations and are not designed to give children a 

level. They are for teachers to assess their children at the end of each unit, 

making a judgment as to whether they fall in to the ‘All, Many or Some’ section 

of the expectations. All children will have experienced the expectations, many 

children will have a better understanding and some children will have a deeper 

understanding and be able to explain their thoughts and ideas. The RE co-

ordinator will then be able to collect this evidence at the end of each term or 

year to find out where each classes strengths and weaknesses are.  


