
 
 

Foundation Stage 

                                                                                                           Long Term Topic Plan 

 
Class Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Nursery Nursery 

Rhymes 

Colour and 

Celebration 

Ourselves People Who 

Help Us 

Traditional 

Tales 

Bears! Bears! 

Bears! 

Reception Little Red 

Hen  

Let’s 

Celebrate 

Alien Alert Crazy 

Construction 

Walking in 

the Woods 

Row Your 

Boat 

 

 
These topics may be subject to change depending on children’s needs and interests as the 

year progresses.  

 

In Nursery, the topics are chosen to suit the changing needs of the children. For example, 

during the Nursery Rhymes topic children are settling into school. They are learning to sit 

and listen and to develop their communication and language skills. They also learn and join in 

with simple rhymes and in doing so they develop essential pre-reading skills.  

 

During the ‘Colour and Celebration’ topic, children are becoming more confident within 

themselves and the classroom. They are able to share their own experiences of celebrations 

and learn about celebrations from around the world. They also get VERY excited about 

Christmas! 

 

In Nursery, when talking about ‘Ourselves’, children will talk about themselves, their families 

and name body parts. They learn that they have similarities and differences between 

themselves and others. They explore their understanding of the world and learn to comment 

on the world around them. 

 

Their knowledge of the world around them is further developed during our ‘Growing’ topic. 

The children plant a wide variety of seeds, making good use of their physical skills by using a 

variety of tools. They also use their maths skills to measure how tall their plants are growing 

as well as using mathematical language linked to size and position. 

 

Our ‘People Who Help Us’ topic is based around our Community.  Learning all about our 

emergency services and people who can help us such as dentists, doctors and nurses.  We 

hopefully will get a few special visitors to help us celebrate this topic.    

 

Our final topic ‘Bears! Bears! Bears!’ enables us to focus on some of the children’s favourite 

stories such as ‘Going on a bear hunt’. The children will begin to get ready for Reception by 

doing lots more writing, maths work and focus activities with the adults in the room.  



 

 

 

In Reception, our topics are based around Pie Corbett’s Talk for Writing books.  Our children 

need to develop their language and literacy skills and the story telling Pie Corbett uses lends 

itself to our children’s needs.  As we explore the books, we will link our work to all areas of 

the curriculum.   

Little Red Hen is a simple story to begin with and children quickly pick up the repetitive 

phrases. It also links in well with harvest and growing as well as helping to develop PSED 

skills such as helping each other.   

Our ‘Let’s Celebrate’ topic gives us chance to explore diversity and how it might feel to be 

different.   

‘Alien Alert’ is based around the book by Oliver Jeffers called ‘How To Catch a Star’. We will 

read the book and then we will learn how our imaginations can be used to take us anywhere. 

We will also link in learning about space.   

‘Crazy Construction’, is based on the story of ‘The Three Little Pigs’ which will be a familiar 

story to the children, but the children will build upon their work in Nursery by finding out 

about building and materials.  

Children will talk about stranger danger and following rules, during ‘Walking In The Woods’. 

They will also use reading skills to follow recipes and bake some cakes for granny, like Little 

Red Riding Hood did, the children will learn about their natural environment too. 

Mr Gumpy’s Outing, will be used during ‘Row Your Boat’, as it is an ideal story to get the 

children talking about floating and sinking. One of the focuses of this topic will be answering 

the question ‘Can we design a boat to transport all of the animals?’    

 

Throughout the Foundation Stage children will also follow the RWI phonics scheme. 

 

 

 
 
 

 


