
 

                                 
  
 

English Overview. 
 

 
Rationale 
Literacy teaches children how to make sense of the world around them through developing their 
ability to: articulate themselves clearly and concisely, read and write.  It also enables children to 
understand and explore the world of phonics and express themselves through drama. Through 
their growing knowledge and understanding, children learn to appreciate the world of words and 
develop a love for language.  
 
At Loxdale we use a synthetic phonics programme called ‘Read, Write Inc.’ produced by Ruth Miskin. 
Read, Write Inc. is a method of learning, centred on letter sounds and phonics, blending them 
together to read and write words using these learned sounds in reading and writing.  
 
Using Read Write Inc., the children learn to read effortlessly so that they can put all of their 
energy into comprehending what they read. It also allows them to spell easily so that they can 
focus on the composition of their writing.  
The children are assessed and grouped according to their ability. They work with a teacher or 
teaching assistant on the Read Write Inc. programme. At the end of each half term, the children 
are assessed again and placed into new groups. In addition to the Read Write Inc. programme, the 
children also work on developing their writing skills in class with their own class teacher. 
 
When using Read Write Inc. to READ the children:  
 

 Learn the 44 sounds and the corresponding letter/letter groups using simple picture 
prompts;  

 Learn to read words using sound blending (Fred Talk);  

 Read lively stories, featuring words they have learned to sound out;  

 Show that they comprehend the stories by answering ‘Find It’ and ‘Prove It’ discussion 
questions.  

 
 
 
 



 

                                 
  
 

 

        
 
When using Read Write Inc. to WRITE the children: 
 

 Learn to write the letters/letter groups which represent the 44 sounds; 

 Learn to write words by saying the sounds and graphemes (Fred Fingers); 

 Learn to write simple then more complex sentences; 

 Compose stories based on picture strips; 

 Compose a range of texts using discussion prompts. 

 
 
RWI Spellings- Our children are taught spelling through reading and using ‘Fred talk’ with the 
appropriate set of sounds for their RWI groups. The children continue to learn spellings each week 
relating to the unit they are being taught. The units have lots of activities to practise their spelling 
skills.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

                                 
  
 

Reading and writing are taught daily, with many opportunities across the curriculum to practise 
these skills. Collins Big Cat Scheme is used to deliver Guided Reading and this is where the 
children’s comprehension skills are developed. Oxford Reading Tree provides books for ‘home’ 
readers for pupils not undertaking RWI. Each child has a home/school reading book and reading 
record where parents are asked to record when they hear their child read, reading at home is part 
of homework and we encourage that children should spend ten minutes each night reading and 
discussing their book with an adult. In addition, the children are able to take home a library book. 
Every class has a reading corner where reading is celebrated. 
 
We follow the Primary Framework for teaching speaking and listening and give our children 
opportunities to ‘talk before they write.’ Collins Treasure House is used for the basis of writing 
and spelling. The delivery of writing is creative, imaginative and purposeful. Once a week, children 
write independently as writing is continually assessed by their teacher.  
 
Children are taught spelling rules and given five spellings to learn using the taught rule and ten 
common exception words. The following week, the children are tested on the fifteen words but are 
also given an additional five words to apply the learnt spelling rule to. These spellings are 
appropriate for each year group. 
 
Cursive letter formation is taught in Early Years, as joined handwriting is encouraged as soon as 
possible. Handwriting is delivered regularly using the ‘Join It’ on-line scheme. 
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